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PTA NOTES AND NEWS
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PTA
CALENDAR
Dates to Remember
Thursday, Jan. 17-Friday, Jan. 18
Dome Theater
Monday, Jan. 21
Student Holiday
Friday, Jan. 25
Second Grading Period Ends
Monday, Jan. 28-Tuesday, Jan. 29
Student Holidays
Thursday, Feb. 7
PTA Meeting, 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 8
Grade 2-6 Level IV Referrals Due
Monday, Feb. 18
Student Holiday
Monday, March 25-Friday, March 29
Spring Break

“Getting an inch
of snow is like
winning 10 cents
in the lottery.”
— Bill Watterson

FROM YOUR PRINCIPAL
Welcome back! I hope
everyone had a wonderful winter break! It’s
hard to believe we’re in
our second half of the year. As
Valentine’s Day approaches and
the students get ready to pass
out Valentines, we ask that students provide a valentine to all
classmates. I also ask that we
not attach candy treats to the
cards — many students have
food allergies, and the candy
treats make it hard for teachers
to monitor who is touching or
eating items they shouldn’t. If
you want to make the Valentine
special, consider attaching an
eraser, a sticker or a pencil —
but the card is thoughtful
enough!
We are having some traffic issues at Kiss & Ride and in the
front of the school — we need
your help. The front bus loop is
one way and specifically reserved for busses only from 8:40
-9:15 a.m. and 3:30-4:15 p.m.;
however, busses always have the
right of way. Individuals have

been pulling in the exit of the
bus loop to drop students off —
this is very dangerous, and I
must ask that everyone use the
Kiss & Ride area. When using
Kiss & Ride, please don’t pass
cars and only allow your students to exit and load the cars
on the passenger side. We all
need to slow down and keep the
safety of our children in mind. In
addition, it is against the law to
pass school busses that are preparing to unload and load students — even in the bus loop!
Life in northern Virginia is hectic
enough — let’s all slow down
when in a school zone.
During the past few weeks, safety and security has been on everyone’s mind. I want to assure
you that we take the safety and
security of everyone in the
building very seriously. We continue to review and revise our
security processes here at
school to provide the utmost
protection for our students and
staff — it’s a delicate balance to
maintain a welcoming learning

CHRIS SUMMERS
environment. As a school, we
practice evacuation drills (fire
drills) every month, as well as
tornado drills, and a lockdown
drill will be done by the end of
the month. In addition, we have
procedures in place for shelterin-place (e.g., if there is a toxic
spill in the area) and a crisis
plan that is updated every year
in conjunction with the FCPS
Office of Safety and Security.
We ask that when you visit the
school, ring the doorbell, and an
office staff member will ask you
to state you name and your purpose for visiting and to report
to the office. Each person needs
to be “buzzed” in separately, so
don’t be offended if someone
closes the door in your face. We
thank you for your cooperation
in helping maintain a safe and
secure environment for all Sangster community members.

The end of the second quarter is
just a few weeks away — be on
the lookout for your student’s
progress report. Monday, Jan.
21 is the Martin Luther King, Jr.
holiday, and Jan. 28 and 29
are also student holidays.
Have a wonderful January,
Did you know that you can support Sangster with your everyday purchases? Check
and let’s hope for a couple of
out these easy ways to help your school!
snow days!!
 Shop with Amazon: Find the Amazon link on the Sangster PTA home page
(sangsterpta.org) under “Useful School Links.” Raise money for Sangster just by
buying items on Amazon!
 Collect Box Tops: Cut out box tops from selected products, and turn them in to
President: Linda Whitestone
your child’s teacher. The first submission deadline is Oct. 31.
President@SangsterPTA.org
 My Coke Rewards: Purchase Coke products and enter codes online.
Vice President: Regina Schmitt
 Giant/Safeway: Go to the store’s Web site, enter your loyalty card number, and
VP@SangsterPTA.org
designate Sangster as your school of choice. You can also e-mail your bonus
Secretary: Julia Byrd
card numbers to Ms. Jankovich at ALJankovich@fcps.edu.
Secretary@SangsterPTA.org
 Sally Foster: Simply use Sangster’s fundraising code (504034) at checkout, and
Treasurer: Michelle Nocerito
Sangster will receive 40% of the proceeds. It’s a great way to stock up on holiTreasurer@SangsterPTA.org
day supplies and help your school.

Sangster Fundraising Opportunities

PTA Officers
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